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HILDREN 'S ENVIRONMENT
ND HEALTH IN ECUADOR :
FOUR EXAMPLES

POVERTY AND OTHER RISK FACTORS FOR ASTHMA
AND WHEEZE AMONG AFROECUADORIAN CHILDREN

It is an important discussion about the influence of socio-economic fac-
tors in the presence of asthma. Also the presence of environmental risks
and ethnical factors are considered. In Esmeraldas it is a refinery and
around it there are many schools. Most of the students are afro - ecuado-
rian children. A sample of approximately 1500 students were studied.
The ISAAC Questionnaire was used with the parents of the students.1170
questionnaires were fulfilled, that is 78.6% of the whole sample. A high
prevalence of lifetime asthma (25.0%), any wheeze in the past 12 months
(36.6%) and dyspnea with wheeze ( 17.9%) was identified.

There was an inverse and significant association between family
income and most of the respiratory items.

Some factors like humidity, houses made of cane, and presence of
cockroach appeared to be associated with asthma and wheeze.
Poverty seems to be determinant in the asthma prevalence in this
situation.
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